
Wide Selection of Pork & 
Beef products leads to low 
Waste

In Denmark, the food sector is constantly looking for solutions that increase sustainable production and decrease food 
waste and loss. Here our pork and beef production is one to highlight. Today, Denmark can provide you with a wide 
selection of sophisticated parts of the animals, as several pieces of Danish beef and pigs are in demand in more than 70 
countries around the world.

One of the key challenges of the future will be to achieve global food security while protecting our natural resources. 
It is therefore needed to improve the sustainability of the food system and find more sustainable production methods. 
According to a study by the United Nations, roughly one-third of the edible parts of food produced for human 
consumption are lost or wasted at some point during the production chain. This is equivalent to 1.3 billion tonnes of 
food or close to one trillion EUR every year.

Using every part of the animal at Danish Crown
At the Danish cooperative slaughterhouse, Danish Crown, a key to global competitiveness and financial growth is to 
derive full value from all parts of the animal. A Danish pig is cut up to as many as 150 pieces that are exported to every 
corner of the world. The back comb is demanded in Europe and the United States; the ham is exported to Italy, France 
and Poland and head, tail and toes are a huge delicacy in China. The castings are used for sausages and the blood and 
other bi-products are used for medicine, and other protein products for food production and pet food. This means that 
all parts of the pig are used and the environmental impact and food loss are kept low.

When it comes to cattle, the story is similar. A Danish dairy cow is a source of products throughout its life: A Danish 
cow produces an average of 25 litres of milk per day. Upon slaughtering, every part of the animal is used to produce 
food, lifestyle products and even medicine. A cow has 89 kg of bones, tallow and fats that can be used to create bio 
energy – something you can read more about in the case of DAKA Denmark. This means that regardless of what part of 
the animal you request, the Danish food cluster can meet your demand.

Important steps to the future
Such huge focus on resource optimisation is a key in solving the global food challenges of the future: securing food for 
all people. By using all parts of the animal, Danish Crown thus complies with the Sustainable Development Goal 12 by 
the United Nations.
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